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• M-V without a 
parent/guardian

• Substitute care away from 
home/parent

• Child welfare agency has 
placement, care, & authority

• Shelter

• Doubled-up

• Motel/Hotel

• Unsheltered



Homeless Student Stability education Program (HSSeP)

In addition to their regular youth support in Snohomish County, 

Cocoon House partners with EPS through our HSSeP funding 

to support a Youth Advocate assigned to EPS high Schools to 

help coordinate support for UHY.

UHY Partnerships

Onward Learning collaboration 

New partnering is being done with the with 

Housing Hope and EvCC to create a high school 

to college bridge for UHY and Foster graduates.
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Scenario #1



Scenario #2

Cristina had been living between two older sibling’s 
apartments each in a different school district than where 
she was enrolled. She was couch surfing, after her parents 
split up and both had moved to different locations hours 
away. 
Cristina did not want to stay with either of them as they 
were also in unstable places and looking for their own 
stable housing. 

This was difficult as the older siblings were not much older 
and were not able to provide much more than a couple of 
weeks at their place due to putting their own housing at 
risk.



Scenario 3





•Gap Funding: 
intended to pay for 
housing not covered 
by financial aid. 

A program 
designed to 

provide access to 
Housing and 

Higher Education 
for UHY and Foster 

Youth as they 
transfer to college



• Housing Hope (lead agency)

• Provides support with financial management, 
education and employment services for 
program participants.

• Everett Community College

• Provides education and on-campus housing 
for program participants

• Everett Public Schools

• Provides referrals and helps facilitate EPS 
students enrolling n the program

• Cocoon House

• Provides general case management and 
ongoing support to students in the program

Onward 
Learning is a 
collaboration 

between:



• Ages 17-24
• Must have (or be on track for) High School Diploma or GED with a plan for 

EvCC (can transfer to the 4 year programs too) 
• Must have a minimum of one-year residency in the state of Washington, with 

proof (ID, Utility Bill, School Records, Address).
• Must have applied for Financial Aid: FAFSA/WASFA (Bonus if they have 

College Bound ☺)
• Unaccompanied Youth and Foster Students

• UHY McKinney Vento definition: a person lacking a fixed, adequate, and 
regular nighttime residence AND not in the care of a parent/legal 
guardian.

• Or have been in Foster care at some point after the age of 13
• Enrolled/in good standing at Everett Community College

• Be registered for at least 10 credits



Cocoon House: 10 students

Everett Public Schools: 4 students

EvCC-TRiO : 3 students

EvCC-U3 : 3 students

Snoco Connect: 2 students

DCYF: 1 student

Going forward we will not 
refer U3 (Open Doors 
programs) but referrals will 
come from Everett Public 
Schools and Cocoon House for 
the most part. 



• Winter 2022: 3 students

• Spring 2022: 12 students

• Summer 2022: 15 
students

• Fall 2022: 15 students

• Winter 2023: 16 students



Reflections from our pilot group 

• Students need to be serious about school 
(not just desperate for housing)

• Timing for referrals needs to be aligned 
with graduation (now is the time to refer!)

• Some students need a lot of support, 
others are very independent.

• Independent students may transition to 
more affordable options once they 
understand processes and Financial Aid



What do the Dorms look like?





Assistance League
Partnering for move 
in supplies for 
youth!





Rooms include microwave and refrigerator 
for basic needs, shared kitchens available 
for larger cooking needs.







• A one-page referral form should be submitted to Amanullah Zurmati, 
Case Manager, at OnwardLearning@cocoonhouse.org or by calling 
425.866.6280

Can be done by your SSA or Brennan for EPS students
• Amanullah confirms eligibility, contacts the young person, schedules 

an appointment for intake
• Intake appointment: sign ROIs/Program Agreement, complete 

application to EvCC, review status of Financial Aid application, 
discuss goals, provide general information

mailto:OnwardLearning@cocoonhouse.org


• EvCC acceptance is emailed directly to participant with a ctc Link ID #
• Student schedules appointment with advisor 
• Student registers for at least 10 credits 
• Amanullah assists student with EvCC Housing application
• EvCC Housing sends a link by email for background check
• EvCC Housing sends Housing contract by email to be signed by 

participant
• Once approved for Housing, participant receives email with check-in 

appointment (usually a few days before the quarter starts)



• Student meets regularly with Case Manager; check ins at least twice 
monthly

• Student meets with Education Coordinator at least monthly for 
assistance with navigating program selection and  career planning

• Education Coordinator provides referrals to resources including 
tutoring, Disability Services, TRiO, Passport scholarships, Student Clubs 
& Organizations, Workforce Funding and employment services through 
Snoco Connect

• Participant is encouraged to apply for Food Benefits and if approved is 
enrolled in Basic Food, Employment & Training program for additional 
funding

• Onward Learning staff are available for in-person meetings on campus, 
by phone, by text and by zoom



Success Stories

• Onward Learning students are provided with an opportunity to obtain a certificate or 
degree that will lead them to a satisfying career and financial stability



Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth
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Discussion Time



Amanullah Zurmati (he/him/his)

Onward Learning Case Manager

425.866.6280

Amanullah.Zurmati@cocoonhouse.org

Rosemary LeVasseur

Onward Learning Education Coordinator

425.405.0373

rosemarylevasseur@housinghope.org

mailto:Amanullah.Zurmati@cocoonhouse.org
mailto:rosemarylevasseur@housinghope.org

